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FIAT 123 Anniversary Rally 
BENDIGO, 10th – 13th November, 2022 

Fellow members, 

You may have noticed that in the last 2 Fiat Focus magazines there has 
been a flyer reproduced promoting an event called the “FIAT 123” to 
be held in Bendigo in November. 

This has been planned as a 3-day get-together of Fiat enthusiasts to 
celebrate 123 years of Fiat cars, with socialising being the main aim, 
but with a couple of car displays thrown in – one of them at night! 

Although the organising club, the Fiat Car Club of Victoria, have 
focused on historic Fiats just a little, Fiats or Fiat based Abarths 
regardless of age are all more than welcome to attend. They are even 
saying Fiats in any condition or on trailers are welcome. 

Long time club members may remember that in 1991 a National 
Historic Fiat Rally was held in Parkes, NSW and this was the last time 
such an event has been run. I attended that event with my wife and 
children and we thoroughly enjoyed it, with my wife even asking on the 
way home “when is the next one?”. Well, we’ve had to wait 31 years, 
but we are going to this one, that’s for sure! 

If you’re interested, there is more info and booking details in the 
official flyer. 

Warren Smith 

Public Officer, Fiat Club of NSW Inc. 

0419 754515 

 

For more information on the FIAT 123 Rally, please refer to the Rally 

newsletter and flyer on pages 10 - 11 in this edition of FIAT Focus. (Ed) 

Calling all members currently in possession of Perpetual 
Concorso Trophies 

Please return any Perpetual Concorso trophies 
Members who currently hold perpetual trophies for the Concorso d'Eleganza are to either bring them 
to a club event (with the aim of handing them over to Warren Smith),   OR   to just make sure that they 
bring them along to this year's Concorso on September 25th? 

Contact Warren Smith or any member of the committee to arrange delivery of the trophy (contact 
details are on page 6). 

Concorso trophies ONLY… 

The trophies to be returned include those for Sedans, Convertibles, Coupes, Historic & Modern. 



 

September 2022 FIAT Focus Page 4  

SOCIAL MEETINGS are held on the second Tuesday of each month at the Bankstown 
Sports Club, 8 Greenfield Parade, Bankstown, starting at 7.30 pm.  

ANSELL PARK is the Club’s Motorkhana Grounds located at 2 Percival Street, Clarendon, 
on the corner of Percival Street and Hawkesbury Valley Way. 

FIATFocus Magazine is available from the FIAT Club of New South Wales website. If you are after 

any of the issues from 2019 to the present just go to the club’s website at www.fiatclub.com.au/
magazine,and download  the magazine you are looking for. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in advertisements and articles published in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the FIAT Club of NSW. 

FIATFocus acknowledgements; 
FIAT Focus is the monthly journal of the FIAT Club of NSW. It is issued  by email on the first Week of 
each month . 
Many thanks to Rebecca Gallard, Mark Weinberger, Naomi McGeorge, Michael McGeorge & Warren 
Smith for their contributions to this edition of Fiat Focus.  

Cover Photo;  Daniel Sullo in his 124 flying the FIAT flag at the CMC Shannons Classic in August. 
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CLUB COMMITTEE AND OFFICIALS 
 PATRON -  Mr Nat Zanardo OAM 

  PRESIDENT  -  Vacant 

 VICE PRESIDENT -  Murray Irwin;   vicepresident@fiatclub.com.au 

 SECRETARY -  Robert Todarello / Lorenzo Aventi (acting) 0425 374 014;  secretary@fiatclub.com.au;      

 TREASURER -  Susan Halliburton;   treasurer@fiatclub.com.au;    0413 184 148 

 COMPETITION SECRETARY -  Michael McGeorge  ;   competition@fiatclub.com.au;    0414 965 425 

 ASSISTANT COMP SECRETARY -  Martin Gallard;   assistcompetition@fiatclub.com.au  

 EDITOR -  Lorenzo Aventi;    editor@fiatclub.com.au   0425 374 014 

 WEBMASTER -  Mark Weinberger;  webtech@fiatclub.com.au 

 MERCHANDISING -  Kevin Halliburton ;   merchandise@fiatclub.com.au;    0413 992 369 

  COMMITTEE PERSON 1 - Adrian Sandrin;  committee1@fiatclub.com.au 

 COMMITTEE PERSON 2 - Ian Sinden; committee2@fiatclub.com.au 

 PUBLIC OFFICER -  Warren Smith ;   publicofficer@fiatclub.com.au;    02 9605 2301 / 0419 754 515  

 HISTORIC PLATE REGISTRAR -  Richard Dalziel ; histrego@fiatclub.com.au; 02 9489 3553 / 0412 709 228 

 Historic Plates form postal address details are:  12 Page Ave, Wahroonga, NSW 2076 

 MEMBERSHIP REGISTRAR -  Cheryl Sandrin ;   membership@fiatclub.com.au;     0417 283 107  

 SOCIAL EVENT CO-ORDINATOR -  Giovanni Ciampa ;   events@fiatclub.com.au;    0410 336 987   

 CMC DELEGATE  Ian Sinden 

 HONORARY AUDITOR -  Rebecca Gallard    

 ANSELL PARK CO-ORDINATOR -  Michael McGeorge  ;  Ansellpark@fiatclub.com.au;    0414 965 425,   

 FIAT CLUB LIBRARIAN -  Lorenzo Aventi ;   editor@fiatclub.com.au 

Please direct all correspondence to: 

   THE FIAT CLUB OF NSW Inc. 
    PO Box 3034 Bangor NSW 2234 Australia 

 

BANKING DETAILS:   
Bank - National Australia Bank  (NAB) 
BSB 082-067  
Account 03 665 7020 
Account Name - FIAT Club of NSW Inc.  
                                       

SOCIAL MEETINGS  
Held at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of 
the month at the Bankstown Sports Club, 
8 Greenfield Parade Bankstown, NSW, 2200. 
 

ANSELL PARK is located at 2 Percival Street, 

Clarendon, on the corner of Percival Street and 
Hawkesbury Valley Way. 

  Tony Bray 

 Steve Gotch 

 Pauline Gotch 

 Doug Tory 

 John Godfrey 

 Warren Smith 

 Graham Mumby 

 Wal Glading 

 Alan Steele 

 Hank Breen 

 Ian Allison 

 Kevin  Halliburton 

 Susan Halliburton 

 Tony Studans        

 Wayne McGeorge 

 Michael McGeorge 

 Naomi McGeorge 

Life Members 
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Historic Vehicle Use - always remember to carry the following 4 items; 1. Club Run - carry a "paper, not 
electronic" copy of the club calendar with the event listed, 2. Personal Use - fill in your RMS log sheet 

before you leave - as fines & points apply, 3. Certificate of Approved Operations (purple A5 sheet 
issued by the RMS), 4. FCNSW membership card - to confirm your financial status. 

DATE                       EVENT AND LOCATION Point score 

September 2022   

Tues 6th Oasis Run  - Mount Annan Botanical Gardens No 

Sun 11th FIAT Club Coffee Break - Pasticceria Massimo Papa, Fairy Meadow Yes 

Tues 13th Social Meeting, Bankstown Sports Club  Yes 

Sun 18th FIAT Club Coffee Break - Benzin Café, Dural Yes 

Sun 25th FIAT Club NSW annual Concorso 'd' Eleganza  Yes 

October 2022   

Sat 1st - Sun 2nd AROCA 6 Hour Regularity Race - Winton No 

Tues 4th Oasis Run -  Towradgi Bowling Club  No 

Sat 8th - Sun 9th Bathurst 1000 No 

Sun 9th FIAT Club Coffee Break - Armory Wharf Café, Newington Yes 

Sun 9th Vintage Vehicle Club 1919 to 1930, Gymkhana - Ansell Park TBC No 

Tues 11th Social Meeting, Bankstown Sports Club Yes 

Sun 16th FIAT Club Motorkhana Championship TBC Yes 

Sun 23rd FIAT Club Coffee Break - Sunset Drive-In Cinema, St Ives Yes 

Sun 30th Norton Street Festival - Autofesta Yes 

November 2022 Yes 

Sun 6th FIAT Club Coffee Break - Patio @ Putney Yes 

Tues 8th Oasis Run -  Remembrance Day No 

Tues 8th Social Meeting, Bankstown Sports Club Yes 

Wed 9th to Mon 14th Fiat 123 Rally - (November 10 to 13)   

Sun 27th FIAT Club Coffee Break TBC Yes 

Sun 27th FIAT Club Christmas Function TBC Yes 

December 2022   

Tues 6th Oasis Run -  Christmas Lunch (TBC) No 

Sun 11th FIAT Club Coffee Break   The Gelato Factory / Bundeena Yes 

                          Competition Calendar  

September 2022   

Sun 4th NSW Hillclimb Championship - Gunnedah No 

Sun 11th NSW Motorkhana Championship - Sydney Motorsport Park No 

Sun 18th Huntley Hillclimb No 

October 2022   

Sat 1st - Sun 2nd AROCA 6 Hour Regularity Race - Winton No 

Mon 3rd NSW Hillclimb Championship - Canberra (SDMA) No 

Sun 16th FIAT Club Motorkhana Championship Rd 7 TBC Yes 

November 2022 Yes 

Sat 5th Skidpan - SMP (SSCC) No 

Sun 13th Huntley Hillclimb No 

Sun 13th Supersprint - SMP, Druitt Circuit (SSCC) No 
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OASIS RUN DETAILS 
The OASIS runs occurs on the first Tuesday of each month (note that there is no run in January and the 
November run occurs in the second week of the month to avoid clashing with the Melbourne Cup 
festivities). Details are not usually available until just before each event, however, consult the Club’s 
magazine or website for the HCRS permit number applicable to the event. 
 
ALL THESE EVENTS MAY BE SUBJECT TO ANY RESTRICTIONS OR RULES THAT ARE IN PLACE AT THE TIME 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

SEPTEMBER 6th 2022.  Mount Annan Botanical Gardens. DETAILS: Brian Jubb  ph: 9602 9591 

 

OCTOBER 4th 2022.    TOWRADGI BOWLING CLUB, 2a Towradgi Rd, Towradgi. 

TIME: Arrive at the club from 11.00am onwards for pre-lunch coffee & drinks.    LUNCH BOOKING: 12.00 noon. 

BOOKINGS & DETAILS:  Andrew Yeend  m: 0417 474 050 

 

NOVEMBER 8th 2022.   Remembrance Day Run. Seven Hills R.S.L. Club.  

MEET: At club before 11.00 am for a small memorial service & an inspection of their war museum before we have lunch at 
the club. 

BOOKINGS & DETAILS:  Phil Haberle  m: 0419 996 371 

 

DECEMBER 6th 2022.  CHRISTMAS LUNCH ON BOARD THE “BASS & FLINDERS” Bookings close 1st November. 

Enjoy a 3 hour cruise on the Georges River with Morning Tea & Lunch provided.  

DEPART: From Sans Souci Wharf 11.00 a.m. sharp. 

CURRENT PRICING: Jan – July 2022  Adults $55.00 Seniors $49.00 *Subject to any price increases in December 2022*                                                                                                                                                                    
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST “REQUIRED NOW” TO CONFIRM BOOKING NUMBERS  (bookings may close earlier depending on 
numbers. 

Brian Heaton ph: 9525 6119 m: 0427 682 767 Email: heatonmarg@bigpond.com     Further Details, Les Watton  ph: 9838 8063 

 

INVITED EVENTS 

First Sunday of each month; Cars ’n’ Coffees at St Ives Showground - 8am to 11 am.  

ARDC Super 70 Muscle Car Race Meeting - Sydney Motorsport Park, Sat 3rd & Sun 4th September. 

Clarendon Machinery, Truck & Hobby Show - Hawkesbury Showground, Racecourse rd. Clarendon, Sat 
17 & Sun 18 September. 

Greenway Motor Show - Wetherill Park, Sunday 22 October 

Sydney Classic Bicycle Show, Lidcombe Oval, Sunday October 30, 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

mailto:heatonmarg@bigpond.com
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Editorial 

 

New & Returning Members 
A warm welcome to the following enthusiast:  

Nathan Brown - FIAT 131 Abarth Rally 

Tony Halcrow -  FIAT 124 Sport AC 

Adam, Amanda, Jeremy & Claire Thomas 

Grahame, Sharon, Mitchell & Luke Bailey 

Dimitre Marsala - FIAT Croma 

David Ius - X1/9 

FIAT Club of NSW Concorso:   FIAT Club of NSW Concorso ‘d’ Eleganza will be held on Sunday 
25th September.  This is another event that has had to wait in the wings for a couple of years due to 
the Covid epidemic so we are hoping to get a big roll up of members displaying their pride and joy or 
visiting and enjoying the scenery.  

There will be a large display of FIAT X1/9s to commemorate 50 years of this model. We will also 
commemorate 50 years of the FIAT 127 as its celebration had been held over due to the cancellation of 
the event over the past two years. Entry is free to members who display their vehicles (there will be a 
small fee for non members). Anyone who just wants to visit can do so free of charge. 

The club will be looking for volunteers to judge vehicles entered for the various class trophies that will be 
on offer. Members who would like their vehicle to be judged will need to register on the day and show 
proof of membership. The categories to be judged are Sedans, Convertibles, Coupes, Historic, Modern, 
Modified and Competition. 

Concorso Trophies: Calling all members currently in possession of Perpetual Concorso Trophies. 
Members who currently hold perpetual trophies for the Concorso d'Eleganza are to either bring them to a 
club event (with the aim of handing them over to Warren Smith),  OR ,  please make sure you bring them 
along to this year's Concorso on September 25th? 

Norton Street Autofesta in Leichhardt is to be held on Sunday  the 30th of October. 
Previously, a number of members have express interest in displaying their vehicles at this event so the 
club will be seeking expressions of interest from those who would like to attend. More details will be 
provided closer to the event. 

FIAT 123 Rally: Roger Beatie, the President of the FIAT Car Club of Victoria, has been busy planning 
for the upcoming FIAT 123 Rally to be held from November 10 - 13. The event is to commemorate 123 
years of the FIAT marque and is planned to be held bi-annually. Warren Smith recalls the last FIAT 
National Rally in 1990 (see report in FIAT Focus, June 2019) with much fondness and encourages members to 
join him in participating in what promises to be a very enjoyable event.  

Information on the event and how to enter can be found on pages 10 & 11 in this magazine. 

The FIAT Club Motorkhana Championship has been unable to be conducted for various 
reasons over the past two years. Two major flood events this year have rendered the Ansell Park grounds 
too soggy for any events to go ahead whether for competition or social gatherings. Some of the 
competition lads have NSW state championship events to make up for this and as usual they do quite 
well. These events are open to all club members who hold a Motorsport Australia license. A calendar of 
invited events is included on page 5. 

Retiring from the role of editor:  I will be retiring from the role of club editor at the end of this 
year. I have been in this role since 2014 and it is time to hand over the job to someone with some fresh 
energy and ideas to continue the preparation of FIAT Focus magazine. It has been a very rewarding 
experience and for anyone considering taking the role on, you will not regret it.                         Lorenzo Aventi 
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Welcome: LA opened the meeting at 7.39 p.m. 

Attendance: MI, LA, SH, KH,AS,CS,GC,RD,MP. 

Apologies: RT, MW, MG, MMG. 

Previous minutes: Accepted.  

Business arising; I Sinden  suggestion for a drive around Sydney 
surrounds which may include Hunter Valley, Bathurst and other 
locations. Event to occur over the Oct school Holidays. Ian to 
investigate further and report back. 

Future Social Meetings; different venues to be considered (car 
dealer, motor repairer, café, etc.). Meetings may consist of a 
social gathering with a meal. 

Secretary’s Report / Correspondence:   

FIAT 123 Rally to occur during November. Entries sort from 
members, WS and FCNSW to promote event. 

Ansell Park Sub-Committee Report: 

Members visited AP first week Aug to inspect the grounds, which 
are starting to dry out, but are still soft. Some slight damage 
incurred including the motorkhana office shifting off its 
foundation. 

Competition Report: 

Recent Events: 

Members competed in a hillclimb at Newcastle, with some young 
family members competing in a motorkhana at Nirimba. 

Next Events:  

No Club motorkhanas until further notice.  

Refer to competition calendar in FIAT Focus for upcoming events 

Social Events Report: 

Recent Events: 

Members attended a gelato run to Carramar and a couple of 
members attended the Lions Club fund raising car display at 
Berowra (RD & Ian Gandel). 

Shannons Sydney Classic – large number of members attended. 

Suggest purchase additional tickets for members next year’s Sydney 
Classic  

Next Events: 

Burger Break, Sunday 28 Aug. 

Pasticceria Massimo Papa, Fairy Meadow, Sun 11 Sept. 

Concorso Sunday 25 Sept. Seeking expression of interest from 
members to attend the concorso. 

Benzin Café, Dural, Sun 31 Sept. 

Norton St AutoFesta, Sun 30 Oct. 

FIAT 123 Rally, Bendigo, Nov 10 - 13. 

HVS / CVS - 141 members with 207 vehicles on HVS. 

Membership Report: 

Total members - 301 

Communications Update:  

Editor—Club magazines received; Oasis Club, Il Topolino, Fiat Lancia 
Mania, Piston Slap, Lancia Fancier, Retro Autos, Rally 
Directions. Pugilist magazine received through the post. 

Webmaster—MW & AS investigating the implementation of a 
digital wallet for members, Allowing payment to club to be 
made via their phone.  

Presidents Report:   Nil. 

Fiat Fixations & ClassiFiats:  nil 

CMC Report:  

Next CMC meeting scheduled for Tues 27 September. 

General Business: 

FIAT Nationals; FCC Vic propose to run the next event, possibly 
next year. 

FIAT Club Concorso – details to be emailed to members about start 
time and registration. Event to be opened to members only, 
non-members can sign up on the day. 

Members to return Perpetual Concorso Trophies. 

Social Meetings  

Social meeting venue for October? Plan to meet at one of the 
restaurants for a social meal. Details to be posted by GC. 

Future venues – Car Dealer, panel shop, restaurant with fixed price 
… Venues to be advertised two months in advance. Someone 
will need to engage with possible venues. 

Thanks to RD for compiling social meeting minutes. 

Meeting closed:  9.33 p.m.  

The next social meeting be on Tuesday Sept 13 2022 – 7:30pm at 
the Bankstown Sports Club.  

The next committee meeting will be on Sept 20, 7.30 pm (via 

zoom) to finalise planning for the concorso. 

Fiat Club NSW – Committee Meeting –  August 23, 2022. 

Key points from the meeting: 

 Meetings with Transport NSW re CVS; rule & procedures to 
be tightened up. CMC to send information when it becomes 
available. 

 Draft HVS form in the works.  Registrars only fill in left side of 
form if pink slips are used (nb: FCNSW requires members to 
provide pink slip for their HVS vehicle to be registered). 

 ARDC is turning 70 this year. They are celebrating with a Su-
per 70 weekend, being held at SMP on Father’s day weekend 
(Sept 3-4). 

 CMC turns 60 in 2023. 

 Applications for the Tony De Luca “Volunteer of the Year 
Award” is open until October 30. 

 Rover Owners Club  proposed the formation of a group to 

lobby for the Classic Car interest in respect to possible re-
strictions of combustion engines and fossil fuels in the future 
(noted that this is already on agendas of the AMHF & others. 
Needs to be an all of Australia approach). 

 Notification—Paddy Hopkirk has passed away. Paddy was a 
famous (Morris/Austin) Mini  driver competing in many rallies 
… 

 Arthur Garthom also passed away; he was one of the original 
people at the first CVVTMC in March 1963. 

The full account of the CMC minutes can be found at  

https://www.councilofmotorclubs.org.au/document-centre/

documents/9-minutes-am-sand-gm-s.html 

Council of Motor Clubs - General Meeting –  July 26, 2022. 
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Shannons Sydney Classic - Sunday 14 August, 2022 

A sunny but cool day greeted those who went to the 2022 Shannons Sydney Classic, organised by the Council of Motor Clubs.  

After having been cancelled for the past two years due to Covid, the event was welcomed back by over 100 car clubs with the FIAT 

Club having 20 vehicles on display. The event offers the enthusiast the opportunity to stroll around and see a large variety of classic 

cars and visit the various trade stands and market stalls. The club had twenty cars on display including five X1/9s in pit lane to 

commemorate 50 years of this model.  For those members 

whose vehicles were on display, there was the opportunity to 

drive around Sydney Motorsport Park in a parade lap of the 

circuit. A good day was had by those who attended or visited the 

event during the day.                                                                   

                                                                                                             LA 
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Shannons Sydney Classic  
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Reprinted from Motor Life magazine (US) 

February 1961 edition - ed. 
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Upcoming Events! 

For Sale - FIAT 2300S Coupe 
Fiat 2300s coupe needs full restoration. Has been in dry storage since the 70s vehicle is located 
in Sydney.   (09/22)               Price $18,000. 

Contact Jo Lloyd                Phone 0424215275 
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FIAT NEWS 
Updated Abarth here 

this year, Fiat and Abarth 
convertibles dead 

By William Stopford                  7news.com 

Abarth's only remaining model gets a familiar 
new name, some detail changes and a price 
hike, while both Abarth and Fiat lose their 
convertibles. 

The Abarth 595 Competizione, along with the 
Fiat 500C and Abarth 595C convertibles, are 
dead – but there’s a new model coming from 
the sporty Italian brand. 

Actually, new might be a stretch. The Abarth 
695 Competizione, due in the fourth quarter 
of this year, will differ from the 
defunct 595 only in minor details. 

There’s a new seat assembly, while the roof 
antenna has changed from a rod type to a 
cap type and there’s been a shuffling of the 
colour palette. 

Campovolo Grey and Record Grey can now 
be had with a black roof, while Racing Red 
joins the palette. 

However, you can no longer get Pista Grey, 
Modena Yellow, Abarth Red, Podium Blue, or 
Adrenaline Green. 

Otherwise, it’s the same old fettled Fiat 500, 
complete with a spunky turbocharged 1.4-
litre petrol four-cylinder engine producing 
132kW of power and 250Nm of torque. 

It continues to offer a choice of five-speed 
manual or Dualogic semi-automatic 
transmissions. 

The 695 is priced at $36,400 before on-roads 
with the manual, or $38,400 before on-roads 
with the Dualogic. 

For reference, the 595 Competizione entered 
2022 with prices of $32,950 and $34,950 
before on-roads for the manual and auto, 
respectively. 

While the 595 Competizione hatchback 
effectively lives on the resurrected 695 
badge, the 595C Competizione cabriolet and 
its tamer Fiat 500C counterpart are dead. 

Few if any examples of the 595 hatch and 
595C and 500C cabriolets remain in dealer 
stock. 

While Stellantis Australia has yet to confirm 
the reason for the droptops’ discontinuation, 
the writing on the wall for these models 
appeared last year. 

When confirming the 500 and 595 would 
receive modifications to meet the stricter 
Australian Design Rule 85/00 for Pole Side 
Impact Performance, the company 
specifically mentioned the hatchbacks only. 

“Both the Fiat 500 hatch and Abarth 595 
hatch will be updated to meet compliance 
regulations,” said a spokesperson from 
Stellantis Australia last September. 

“We do not anticipate production disruptions 

for the Fiat 500 hatch; however, there may 
be a slight interruption to the supply of the 
Abarth 595 hatch.” 

Fiat 500e Credit: CarExpert 

The loss of the 500C means the Mazda MX-
5 becomes Australia’s cheapest convertible, 
though its base price is more than $10,000 
higher. The 500C opened at $25,450 before 
on-roads. 

The Fiat and Abarth line-ups remain spartan 
in the Australian market. 

Fiat sells just the 500 and, at the other 
extreme, the large Ducato van. 

It officially discontinued the 
smaller Doblo van and 500X crossover last 
year, though it’ll receive some long-awaited 
new product with the new, unrelated electric 
500e in the first half of 2023. 

Abarth’s lineup is even smaller following the 
axing of the Mazda MX-5-based 124 
Spider late in 2020. 

While Abarth doesn’t have any additional 
product in other markets beyond a slightly 
wider range of 500-based models, Fiat’s 
lineup in markets like Europe and South 
America is much fuller. 

For example, in its home market of Italy it still 
offers the 500X, Panda and Doblo, as well as 
the small Tipo hatch and wagon and the 
Scudo/Ulysse van, which slots between the 
Doblo and the Ducato. 

To the end of July 2022, the combined total 
of Fiat and Abarth sales in Australia – 
excluding the Ducato van – sits at just 314 
vehicles. 

Stellantis reports 500 and 595 sales together, 
and even combined the Italian micro car 
couldn’t beat the Mitsubishi Mirage. 

That’s despite the Mitsubishi having been 
discontinued last year due to the new ADR 
85/00 rules, with the company burning off 
leftover stock. 

I'm on my 55th Fiat!  
The 84-year-old British former amateur 
rally driver who has spent six decades 
fuelling his Italian car habit. 

By EMILIA SHOVELIN FOR THIS IS MONEY 

An 84-year-old British petrolhead has proved 
himself as one of the world's most single-
minded car owners - after taking ownership 
of his 55th Fiat. 

David Franklin's love affair began in 1962, 
when Fiat's first ever UK-based 
concessionaire opened up in Wembley, north 
west London, and as a 24-year-old he got a 
job there working as a progress chaser - 
helping the sales team track and prepare 
customers' cars. 

Soon after, he bought his first Fiat - a bright 
red 500D, which set him back £399  ... for its 
tiny 3 metre long and 1.3 metre wide frame. 

Some 60 years and an astonishing 32 
different models later - having owned some 
types of Fiat more than once and even rallied 
them  - David this year got his 55th Fiat, an 
electric New 500 (RED) Edition. 

His most recent is one of Fiat's offerings for 
the currently unfolding future of motoring, a 
fully electric New 500, which offers an up to 
199 mile range in 87kW specification. ... 

Among his favourites of the many models he 
has owned are the quirky people carrier Fiat 
Multipla, with its three front seats, the small 
rear-engined and rear wheel drive 850 coupe, 
which he successfully rallied, and his new 
electric 500. 

After joining in 1962, David went on to spend 
12 years working for Fiat, progressing 
through the ranks and working as a car 
tester, technical representative and technical 
office manager. He says his career highlight 
there was the role of operations manager for 
the Fiat 130 – the brand's flagship saloon, 
with its V6 3.2 litre engine. ... 

'Fiat never let me down, so I didn't let them 
down', David said, reminiscing about his long 
history with the Italian automobile 
manufacturer.  

He added: 'Having driven Fiat's consistently 
for nearly 60 years, it is very hard to say just 
how many miles both myself and my family 
have covered in a Fiat.  ... 

He estimates that he's covered at least 
600,000 miles behind the wheel of the all the 
Fiats he has owned for personal use, but says 
his full Fiat motoring distance will be further 
than that overall. 

He added: 'That's before you take into 
account all the miles I'd have travelled for 
business and competing in motoring 
competitions.'  

David competed in off-road production car 
trials across the country in his Fiats, using 
whatever was on his driveway at the time. 

Between 1963 and 1967, the Fiat-fanatic 
entered 31 racing events, bagging 14 first 
place victories, and nine second place 
trophies.  

And as the UK begins to make its shift 
towards all-electric cars, David is now driving 
his 55th Fiat: a New 500 (RED) Edition, which 
is only available with full battery power. 

It's the first fully-electric vehicle he has 
owned and a far cry from the basic early 
petrol cars he drove, but David said: 'The 
electric 500 is like all Fiats, great fun to 
drive. It's very quiet, handles incredibly well 
and is very quick off the mark – sometimes 
my glasses end up on the back seat.' 

'I am sold on the idea of electric cars now.' 

(The above article has been edited. For the full 
article including photographs, go to  I'm on my 55th 
Fiat: The 84-year-old Briton with a serious Fiat 
habit | This is Money). 



 

September 2022 FIAT Focus Page 24  

For Sale—1927 FIAT 503 for restoration 
For sale 1927 Fiat 503. The car was running in the 1960s and my father was in-
tending on restoring it. He barely started, but he did collect many additional 
parts.  
Spare parts include: 
1 x differential complete with brake drums and 
drive shaft. 
2 x engines (complete with manifolds) 
1 x radiator. 
5 x wheel rims (there are 9 in total) 
3 x magnetos 
2 x steering columns 
1 x front axle with leaf springs and wheel hubs 
2 x front leaf springs (3 pair in total) 
1 x petrol tank. 
2 x gearboxes (complete with foot pedals) 
2 x brake and gear lever assemblies 
2 x fan blades 
2 x horns 
The car and parts are stored in a shed in Western Australia (200km Southeast 
of Perth). 
To be sold a one lot. $2,000 (08/22) 

Contact Glen Hart; email heartone@primis.com.au 
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Specialising in FIAT, Lancia, Niki, Alfa Romeo. 
Maintenance, Repairs, Performance Enhancements. 

Road, Race & Rally.  Since 1965 
Phone : 02 4636 6477 

Email :  ross@fiatorque.com.au   or   
continental@fiatorque.com.au 

135 Donalds Range Rd,   Razorback NSW 2571 
Website:  www.fiatorque.com.au/ 

Nikis for sale 

For sale - two FSM Nikis. Have ben laid up for a while and are rusty but may be good for some rare 
parts. 
VIN SUF126A0009550843, VIN SUF126A0009528715. 
Reasonable offers considered but must be considered a job lot. Cars are located in West Wallsend. 
(08/22) 

Contact Peter Evans - 0435181246,     email  peter.eeans1952@hotmail.com 

mailto:ross@fiatorque.com.au
mailto:continental@fiatorque.com.au
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FIAT Club NSW Library 
The FIAT Club of New South Wales LIBRARY 

has a range of FIAT and general interest 

themed motoring books, magazines and 

workshop manuals available to members 

to borrow. A list of publications is included 

on the Club’s website at     

https://www.fiatclub.com.au/magazine.  

Contact the Club Librarian at 

Editor@fiatclub.com.au for details.  

Advertising with the FIAT Club 
Package 1  @ $100 a year 
 Quarter page in FIAT Focus club magazine. 
 Small logo on the FIAT Club website. 

 Post about your business on the FIAT Club NSW Facebook group 4 times a calendar year. 
 You can also reply to comment suggesting to use your business if relevant . 

Package 2  @ $150 a year 
 Half-page in FIAT Focus club magazine. 
 Medium logo on the FIAT Club website. 
 Post about your business on the FIAT Club NSW Facebook group 8 times a calendar year. 

 You can also reply to comment suggesting to use your business if relevant. 

Package 3  @ $200 a year 
 Full page in FIAT Focus club magazine. 
 Large logo on the FIAT Club website. 
 Post about your business on the FIAT Club NSW Facebook group 12 times a calendar year. 

 You can also reply to comment suggesting to use your business if relevant. 

Contact the editor to place your advertisement. 

Please direct all correspondence to: 
   THE FIAT CLUB OF NSW Inc. 

    PO Box 3034 Bangor NSW 2234 Australia 
 

BANKING DETAILS:   
Bank - National Australia Bank  (NAB) 
BSB 082-067  
Account 03 665 7020 
Account Name - FIAT Club of NSW Inc.  
                                       

SOCIAL MEETINGS  
Held at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of the month 

at the Bankstown Sports Club, 8 Greenfield Parade 
Bankstown, NSW, 2200. 
 

Historic Vehicle Registration Scheme 
Postal address and contact details for the 
FCNSW - Historic Plates Registrar; 

Richard Dalziel 
12 Page Ave Wahroonga NSW 2076 

P: 02 9489 3553 
M: 0412 709 228 

E: histrego@fiatclub.com.au 

Advertising rates for ClassiFIATs;  
Club Members-free.   
Non Members $10 for 30 words and photo,  
Items wanted—free. ClassiFIATs are run for 
three editions. Contact the Editor or any 
member of the committee to place an ad. 
 

EGROUP:  Available to members wishing 

to receive emailed information from the 
Club and other Members; 

members@fiatclub.com.au 
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FIAT Club of New South Wales 

Website:   

www.fiatclub.com.au 

FIAT Club of New South Wales 

Facebook:   

facebook.FiatClub.com.au 

 

youtube.fiatclub.com.au   

FIAT Club of New South Wales Social Media 

The FIAT Club of New South Wales  social media 

sites can now be accessed by scanning the QR 

code shown below instead of typing the address. 

Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You Tube 

http://youtube.fiatclub.com.au/
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FIAT books available from the FIAT Club Library. 
The Fiat Club has a range of books, including histories, memoirs and workshop manuals, available for free loan 
to club members. Contact the editor (editor@fiatclub.com.au) or the secretary  (secretary@fiatclub.com.au) 
for details. A full list of books available from the FIAT Club library can be found at; 

https://www.fiatclub.com.au/copy-of-club-regulations.  
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